Ecosystem Goods and Services — Grasslands for Life Project

Landowner Participation Agreement

Project Description:

Grasslands for Life is a pilot Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES) program led by the Milk River
Watershed Council Canada to conserve 5,000 acres of native grasslands and 1,000 acres of
riparian areas across the Milk River watershed. The program provides annual per-acre payments
to participating landowners for measurable stewardship outcomes that enhance biodiversity,
carbon storage, soil health, and water quality, while maintaining the economic viability of
working ranchlands.

The Grasslands for Life program will follow a structured, stepwise process to establish and
manage legal term agreements with participating landowners, ensuring transparency,
ecological credibility, and smooth implementation from initial contact through completion of
the agreement term:

1. Initial Consultation and Verification - MRWCC staff will meet with interested landowners to
explain program details, review eligibility requirements, and obtain permission, and begin
verification of proposed lands.

2. Desktop Verification — Staff will conduct a desktop analysis to confirm that proposed acres
contain native grassland, riparian areas, or wetlands. Prospective lands will be delineated into
native grassland and riparian/wetland, and ineligible site types to ensure a cross-section of
native ecosystems are eligible.

3. Field Verification — Staff or independent contractors will visit sites to verify the accuracy of
desktop assessments and ensure field conditions match GVI classifications. Field verification
will take precedence over desktop results.

4. Eligibility & Payment Report — Landowners will receive an initial report outlining the verified
acreage, ecological condition, eligible retention payments, and land management requirements
to maintain annual payments.

5. Agreement Development & Signing — A legal term agreement will be drafted specifying:

- Payment rates and schedule (e.g., $10/acre for native grasslands and $15/acre for riparian
areas)

- Allowed activities (e.g., sustainable grazing) and restricted activities (cultivation, drainage,
breaking)




-Length of commitment (multi-year term).

The agreement is signed by the landowner and MRWCC.

6. Annual Monitoring & Verification — Field crews will return each year to measure ecological
indicators and confirm that the health and function of the enrolled land is maintained.

7. Annual Payments — Based on verified results, retention payments will be distributed to
participating landowners.

8. Final Reporting & Completion — At the end of the four-year pilot term, a final report will
summarize acres retained, improvements completed, and ecological outcomes.

Eligibility Criteria:

The following land types are eligible for participation in the Grasslands for Life program:

Native Prairie Uplands that have not been broken for cultivation.

Native Prairie Uplands that were broken for cultivation but have been restored to Native
Prairie.

Native Prairie Uplands that have not been broken but have been invaded by tame grass
species.

Unaltered Native Riparian Areas

Unaltered Native Wetlands

Examples of ineligible lands include, but are not limited to:

Leased public lands

Lands with conservation easements

Annual or perennial (Hay) croplands

Land that has been converted to tame grass pasture for grazing

Dugouts and dams

Un-reclaimed pipelines, seismic lines, well sites or other industrial activity zones
Developed roads




Deeded Land Information:

First Name: Last Name: Business Name/# (if applicable):

Land Legal Information:

Quarter: Section: Township: Range: Meridian:

1. To the best of your knowledge, has the land listed ever been broken for cultivation?
Yes No

2. lIs the land listed currently part of your grazing rotation?

Phone Number Email

I , the legal title holder of the property listed above, do hereby
declare my desire to participate in the Grasslands for Life project in partnership with the Milk
River Watershed Council Canada.

By signing below, | agree to allow employees and contractors working on behalf of the Milk River
Watershed Council to access and assess the property in question for the purposes of
determining its eligibility for enrollment in the Grasslands for Life Project.

Signature:

Date:

Witness:

Date:

MRWCC Executive Director:

Date:




