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We are pleased to announce that the MRWCC has a new 
website face. It looks fantastic! The New Content Man-
agement System (CMS) is based on WordPress, the most 
popular CMS on the Web, powering 43% of the world’s 
websites and 60% of CMS-based sites. It is a dependable, 
secure, and extendable system. 

The MRWCC decided to make the change to WordPress 
because it is user-friendly with better features that make 
it easy to navigate. It has more options and extensions 
making it the more versatile platform. We hope that this 
will ease your experience with navigating our website!

Thanks to Chris Clark Web and Design for designing the 
new website.

Please visit our website at www.mrwcc.ca to find out 
more about us. 

On August 9th 2023 the Milk 
River Watershed Council 
Canada (MRWCC) had the 
opportunity to partner 
with the St Mary’s Working 

Group and Milk River Joint Boad of Control 
in Montana to tour the St Mary – Milk River 
Diversion System. MRWCC board members 
were joined by elected officials from towns, 
villages, and rural municipalities in the region 
as well as Municipal Affairs Minister Ric Mc-
Iver. Starting in Shelby Montana participants 
got a first-hand look from the headwaters of 
Sherburne Dam and the upper St. Mary’s to 
the 115-year-old syphons, 20 miles of canal, 

and drop structures. The tour ended at Drop 
5, which washed out in 2020 and was rebuilt 
with cooperation between the state, provin-
cial and federal governments. 

Drop 5, however, was just the tip of the 
iceberg of repairs needed in the century-old 
water diversion structures. Minster McIver 
marveled at the system, “When you think 
about the engineering expertise and effort 
that was made over 100 years ago, and the 
fact that it’s still successfully working today 
— well, somebody a lot smarter than me 
really did some hard work on that,” he said.

McIver said experiencing something is 
the easiest way to learn, and in this case, 

he learned by walking on two 10-foot steel 
siphons, vibrating from the flow of water. “It 
was fun,” McIver said. “Everybody was careful 
not to fall off.”

Dave Peterson, of the St. Mary’s Working 
Group, said securing funding for needed 
repairs has been an issue since 2001. At pres-
ent, the infrastructure deficit for the century-
old system is about $300 million USD.

The U.S. Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act, which passed with bipartisan support, 
will provide $100 million toward the diver-
sion dam and works, with the remainder for 
other parts of the Milk River Project. Montana 
is also looking to contribute $26 million 

for the project. Work is scheduled to begin 
Spring 2024. At this time, there are no sched-
uled disruptions anticipated in water delivery 
during the irrigation season.

The firsthand look for elected officials 
provides a real world understanding of the 
fragility of water security along the Milk River. 
Though masterfully crafted infrastructure 
for the early 1900’s, more work will need to 
be done to ensure the future of the river and 
ultimately our communities that rely upon it.

The MRWCC will be hosting a public tour 
on the infrastructure for our membership, 
irrigators, and community members during 
the summer of 2024. Watch for details!

The MRWCC The MRWCC 
Launches the Launches the 
New Website! New Website! 

www.mrwcc.cawww.mrwcc.ca

Elected Officials Headwaters Tour Report 
2023 Elected Officials Tour - Lake Sherburne Dam

•

Working in partnership with community 
to effectively manage the Milk River 

Watershed’s resources.

- Our Water. Our Legacy .
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W
hat flies in the 
night? That 
sounds like a 
strange frog 
doing night 

checks! We are pleased to announce 
that newly approved funding from 
the Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) 
will enable the MRWCC to build on 
to the Securing a Home for Bats in 
the Watershed project. Using passive 
acoustic monitoring we can create 
a comprehensive inventory and 
distribution of bats and amphibians, 
with emphasis on the at-risk Little 
Brown Myotis and the Northern 
Leopard Frog within the watershed. 
This information will be useful to 
understand population distribution, 
monitoring populations, and support 
stewardship. The project focus will 
be on wetlands, riparian areas, and 
shelterbelts. New to this project, land-

owners will receive a “Property Report 
Card”, which will provide site specific 
information on water quality – par-
ticularly concerns regarding livestock 
or wildlife health, species presence/
absence, habitat assessment, and 
recommendations for beneficial 
management practices to maintain 
or improve the area. A minimum of 5 
sites will be selected for wetland/ri-

parian enhancements. Enhancements 
may include appropriate fencing and 
off stream/remote watering systems 
to maintain or preserve current 
habitats, as well as planting initiatives 
that will improve site condition. The 
sites maybe requested to be used as 
community demonstration sites for 
the MRWCC future projects.

Bat Monitoring 
Work Continues in 

the Milk River 
Watershed!  

The BAT CONDO! 
The Bat Condo was Installed at the end of April this year, 

with the help of the County of Warner and MRWCC Board 
members. Over the course of the summer, MRWCC has been 
monitoring the success of the bat condo, and there have been 
signs that it is being used by bats. Over time, we hope to see 
occupancy by bats to utilize the condo as a maternity roost, as 
the condo will provide a safe, long-term location for mother 
bats to raise their pups in the summer months. If bats end up 
utilizing the structure, it will help monitor the spread and oc-
currence of White-Nose Syndrome.

BIO-ACOUSITC MONITORING 
The MRWCC had a great opportunity to help the Nature Con-
servancy of Canada deploy bio-acoustic monitoring equip-
ment on the McIntyre Ranch in early July, and then again in 
September. This was done to determine the species of bats  
present on the property.

LANDOWNER BAT HOUSES 
Bat houses were given out to landowners who were inter-
ested in monitoring for bats just outside the town of Milk 
River. Most bats however will have moved into their winter 
hibernacula or have migrated south, but occupancy could be 
anticipated by next spring.

A special thanks to all landowners who have supported this 
project. Looking forward to your continued support as we get 
into the next phase of the project.

Bio-acoustic Monitoring of 
Bats and Amphibians 

in the Milk River Watershed

- Tyler Eresman

We are pleased to introduce Tyler 
Eresman, who will be taking over 
the Habitat Stewardship Program.

Tyler joined the MRWCC in 
November this year as the Wildlife 
and Outreach Technician. Some 
of you might remember him as 
he has previously worked with 
the Council during the summer of 
2022 as the Outreach Assistant and 
is very excited to begin working 
with everyone in the community 
again as lead of the project. He 

has since completed his degree 
in Environmental Science at the 
University of Lethbridge, along-
side a diploma of Environmental 
Assessment and Restoration, and 
has continued to work with bats 
since first being introduced to that 
type of work in 2022. With a love of 
Southern Alberta flora and fauna, 
Tyler is looking forward to using his 
knowledge and skills to help aid the 
understanding of the many unique 
and important species that call the 
watershed home.

The Council is delighted that Tyler 

will continue with this work. Tyler 
has experience in bio-acoustic mon-
itoring. Please help us in welcoming 
Tyler to the Milk River watershed!

Introducing the man behind 
the Bio-acoustic Monitoring 

of Bats and Amphibians

Sean Feagan - 
Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC)

T
he Nature Conservancy of 
Canada’s Prairie Grasslands 
Action Plan aims to conserve 
500,000 hectares from Alberta to 
Saskatchewan by 2030. 

In the rolling landscapes of southern Alberta, 
where the land stretches as far as the eye can 
see, a remarkable partnership is taking shape. 
It’s a partnership that holds the promise of 
preserving an iconic piece of Canada, our van-
ishing prairie grasslands.

In June, the Nature Conservancy of Canada 
(NCC) and Ducks Unlimited Canada announced 
the largest private grassland conservation proj-
ect in Canadian history. The McIntyre Ranch, 
located south of Lethbridge and spanning 
over 22,000 hectares, has been conserved in 
perpetuity through a partnership with its own-
ers. This vast property is not just a ranch; it’s a 
haven for biodiversity, a source of invaluable 
natural services, and a testament to our na-
tion’s heritage. This achievement marks a turn-
ing point in the battle to conserve Canada’s 
disappearing grasslands.

The announcement of this remarkable proj-
ect coincided with the launch of NCC’s Prairie 
Grasslands Action Plan. This ambitious new 
initiative aims to conserve 500,000 hectares 

across the Canadian Prairies by 2030.
Canada’s grasslands are among the most 

threatened and least protected ecosystems 
worldwide. Less than 20 percent remains, and 
less than 6 percent is recognized as protected 
or conserved — and we continue to lose 
them. Each year, nearly 60,000 hectares vanish, 
including an estimated 10,000 hectares in 
Alberta alone.

The urgency of this situation cannot be 
overstated. What many might not realize is that 
intact, natural grasslands play a pivotal role in 
filtering runoff before it enters groundwater 
and waterbodies. This means that conserv-
ing grasslands also safeguards clean drinking 
water for our communities. These grasslands 
also store vast amounts of carbon and provide 
habitat for countless species, including pollina-
tors that help provide much of the food we eat.

While traditional conservation practices 
have been effective in protecting over 200,000 
hectares of high-value ecosystems across the 
Canadian Prairies, they can’t keep pace with 
the rapid conversion of our grasslands. That’s 
why we are exploring new opportunities and 
mechanisms of conservation.

The NCC’s Prairie Grasslands Action Plan is a 
beacon of hope for our remaining grasslands. 
Partnership is at the heart of the plan. We are 
working together with ranchers, local commu-
nities, Indigenous Nations, industry, govern-

ment, and fellow conservation organizations. 
Our aim is to ensure that these grasslands 
continue to be the foundation for thriving 
communities across Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
and Manitoba.

Most of the remaining intact grasslands in 
Canada’s Prairie provinces are within privately 
owned lands, many of which are beef-produc-
ing operations. The decision to maintain, culti-
vate or sell these lands is a difficult one faced 
by many landowners. That is why working 
with beef producers to keep their grasslands 
intact and managed sustainably is a powerful 
strategy for conserving what remains of our 
prairie grasslands. Supporting local producers 
is important in ensuring the conservation of 
many of the plants and animals that make the 
prairies unique.  

In Canada, the importance of native ecosys-
tems, particularly grasslands, is gaining recog-
nition among the public and policymakers. The 
federal government has signaled its intent to 
incentivize grassland conservation and species 
at risk habitat protection, and conservation 
groups are actively engaging the public and 

advocating for policy reform. New incentives 
for native ecosystem conservation are emerg-
ing, breathing new life into our conservation 
efforts.

But conserving our prairie grasslands isn’t 
just about protecting what’s left; it’s also about 
restoring what has been lost. The NCC, in 
collaboration with the Weston Family Prairie 
Grassland Initiative, is pioneering new tech-
niques and capacity for grassland restoration. 
From prescribed burns to native seed and 
plant production, we are exploring different 
strategies to restore and keep native grasslands 
healthy.

The NCC is determined to do more, faster. 
The Prairie Grasslands Action Plan’s ambi-
tious goal of conserving 500,000 hectares of 
grasslands by 2030 is within reach. From food 
security to carbon storage, grasslands are vital 
to our health. Learn more about how you can 
take action to care for Canada’s iconic Prairie 
grasslands at prairiegrasslands.ca.

McIntyre Ranch 2022 – 
Photo by Leta Pezderic

Conserving Prairie 
Grasslands Before They 
Are Gone 
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S. Riemersma, Palliser Environmental Services Ltd.

The Milk River Watershed Council Canada (MRWCC) has 
been collecting water quality data at the Milk River since 
mid-summer 2006. Water quality can vary in the Milk River 
and its tributaries from year-to-year and is influenced by a 
variety of factors, including:

• weather (air temperature and precipitation), 
• natural or diversion streamflow conditions, 
• groundwater, and 
• the presence of wildlife and/or domestic livestock. 
Long-term records can help to determine if water quality 

conditions are remaining stable, or if they are improving 
or degrading through time. A report on Milk River water 
quality trends will be included in the updated Milk River 
Transboundary State of the Watershed Report.

The report for the 2022 water monitoring year is avail-
able at https://mrwcc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/
Milk_River_Water_Quality_Monitoring_Report_2022_
April2023.pdf  

Some of the key highlights are provided below:
Weather 

• Overall, total precipitation in 2022 ranged from 241.2 mm 
at Onefour to 288.5 mm at Del Bonita (April to October). 
Based on mean precipitation, 2022 was the fifth driest 
year of 10 years (2013 to 2022) and would be considered 
an average precipitation year.

Red Creek  
• Only the downstream Red Creek site was sampled in 

2022. 
• All samples complied with the dissolved oxygen concen-

tration acute and chronic guidelines in 2022. 
• All pH samples and the median value (7.88) met the 

aquatic life guideline. 
• The median conductivity (2,650 µS/cm) did not meet safe 

irrigation guideline and would be considered unsuitable 
for irrigation. 

• The median total phosphorus concentration (0.036 mg/L) 
was the highest from 2017 to 2022 (the 2017 median was 
also 0.036 mg/L). 

• The median total suspended solids (TSS) concentration 
(2.4 mg/L) was low and similar to previous years. Median 
TSS concentrations have been stable since 2017 and have 
ranged between 1.6 and 4.8 mg/L.

• The median fecal coliform bacteria count (39 cfu/100mL) 
met the irrigation guideline in 2022 and was the third 
lowest since 2017. The maximum fecal coliform bacteria 
counts in 2022 at Red Creek were >60,000 cfu/100 mL 
(May 24) and >10,000 cfu/100 mL (June 20) and were the 
highest observed from 2017 to 2022. 

• Similar to 2021, all total selenium samples in 2022 (N=5) 
exceeded the chronic guideline for the protection of 
aquatic life. 

Milk River Mainstem
• Milk River Water Quality Objectives (WQOs) were used 

to determine water quality at sites in 2022 (i.e., WQO-50 
[50th percentile or median] and WQO-90 [90th percen-
tile]).

• pH and dissolved oxygen (median and all samples) met 
aquatic life guidelines at Milk River sites.

• Overall, compliance with specific conductivity objectives 
in 2022 was the highest of four years. All WQOs were met 
during the diversion and natural flow period. Specific 
conductivity was lowest during the diversion period. 

• Compliance with the water quality objectives for total 
phosphorus was the second highest of the four monitor-
ing years from 2019 to 2022. The Pinhorn site was in the 
cautionary range of the WQO-50 for total phosphorus 
during diversion. The WQO-90 was mot met at the North 
Fork at 501 or Pinhorn sites during diversion. During 
natural flow, the WQO-50 was not met at the Milk River at 
501 site.

• In 2022, compliance with total nitrogen objectives was 
the highest from 2019 to 2022. During the diversion pe-
riod, the Pinhorn site was in the cautionary range of the 
WQO-50 and did not meet the WQO-90. 

• Compliance with total suspended solids (TSS) objec-
tives was the second highest at the Milk River sites from 
2019 to 2022. During diversion, the Pinhorn site was in 
the cautionary range of the WQO-50 and the WQO-90 
was not met at the North Fork at 501 or Pinhorn sites. 
The WQO-50 was not met during natural flow at the Milk 
River at 501 site. The highest TSS concentrations occurred 
during diversion flow.

• Compliance with fecal coliform objectives was the second 
lowest at the Milk River sites from 2019 to 2022. During 
diversion, the fecal coliform WQO-90 was not met at the 
North Fork at 501 or U/S Milk River sites. During natural 
flow, the fecal coliform WQO-50 was not met at the HWY 
880 site and the WQO-90 was not met at the Milk River at 
501 site.

The 2023 water monitoring season is just complete 
and the results will be compiled through the winter and 
reported in 2024.

Photo by William King,  
Natural flow, Milk River - Pinhorn site, October 2023 

W
ith infrequent rain and below average snow this past 
season, the Milk River hit zero natural flow by Mid July 
this summer. The wetter than average conditions that 
filled reservoirs in the lower Milk River of Montana 
reduced Montana’s demand for irrigation water and an 

agreement was reached thanks to the grassroots discussions of our irriga-
tors with the Milk River Joint Board of control (MRJBOC) in Montana to allow 
Alberta irrigators to take an above share ~1200ac/ft of water under the 
Letter of Intent for fall repayment during the irrigation season. This equated 
to approximately 3 additional weeks of irrigation on the Milk River in Alberta 
before an August 5th shut down. It is estimated that this additional water 
was critical to a nearly 2-million-dollar production bump over the earlier 
expected shut down for the irrigators in Alberta.  

As of Mid-October 2023, all but 400ac feet of the deficit owed to Montana 
has been repaid via the fall return of natural flow. Under the Treaty, water 
balances need to be made correct to each country by October 31st of the 
calendar year.  

Conditions in the headwaters are similar to much of Southern Alberta, the 
proverbial bathtub is dry, with historically low flows on the St. Mary’s and 
tributaries, an exceptionally wet fall and above average snow pack this win-
ter will be required to significant secure water resources for next summer. 
The situation can change quickly, as in 2021 when a significant prolonged 
rain event took Sherburne reservoir from under 24% full to 100% of full sup-
ply level during the month of November. Let’s hope for an easy, mostly open 
winter with lots of precipitation in the headwaters of Montana! Watch our 
social channels and website for updates over the winter!  

Water Supply and Forecast

Water sampling on the Milk

2022 Water Monitoring Report MRWCC 
Conservation 

Tools 
Showcase!

January 26th 2024 - 
11:00  a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Hot Lunch provided at Noon! 

There will be a draw 
for a selection of Door Prizes!

Location: 
Milk River, Civic Centre

The MRWCC is hosting a conservation tools workshop with 
a focus towards connecting producers with the tools and 
technology to improve conservation of native grasslands, 
species at risk, habitats, and their operations.

This one window approach will provide information 
and hands-on learning. Program managers from federal, 
provincial, and local NGOs will have information regarding 
available programming, funding assistance, and conserva-
tion incentives for producers within the watershed.

Hands on displays and equipment demonstrations will 
be held as a tradeshow component to the workshop. These 
will include beneficial management practices for species at 
risk, as well as land management and drought management 
tools such as off stream or remote watering systems, electric 
fencing systems, invasive weed control, and range manage-
ment tools.

This is a free showcase. Please come and visit the many dis-
plays and listen to presentations by experts within the field.

If you are interested in setting up a booth at this event, 
please contact Tyler Eresman by email tyler@mrwcc.ca or by 
phone at 403-647-4035. 

Deadline for boot/display registration is January 22nd, 
2024.

Photo by William King
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2023 Groundwater 
Monitoring Project

In the last Meander newsletter, we had an article about the groundwater monitoring project that will be conducted this year. 
The MRWCC in partnership with Alberta Health Services is pleased to announce that the groundwater sampling was conclud-
ed in September.  The goal of the project is to observe long-term trends of ground water quality to ensure that domestic and 
livestock drinking water is safe and within established guidelines. 

The first water samples were collected in 2007. At the time, 40 samples were collected. Sampling was also conducted in 2011 
and 2016, in which 34 samples were collected.

In 2023 only 19 water samples were collected because some the initial wells had been decommissioned, a lack of interest by 
some landowners, and in some cases being unable to reach the landowners. We are in the process of determining validity of 
continuing the project in the face of decreased number of participating wells going forward. The lab analysis was conducted 
by the Alberta Healthy Services Provincial lab and the University of Calgary Alberta Centre for Toxicology. Certificate of lab 
analyses of water samples were provided to each well owner in a confidential manner. The results will be tabulated and the 
observation of the long-term trends of ground water quality will be presented confidentiality without owner’s information in 
the 2023 Transboundary State of the Watershed report. 

We wish to thank the then AAFC –PFRA, Alberta Health Services, and the Milk River Watershed Council Canada for their role 
in making this groundwater long term trend project possible.

Special thanks go to all the well owners who participated in the project. Without their cooperation, this project would not 
be possible.

S. Riemersma, Palliser Environmental Services Ltd.

T
he Milk River Watershed Council Canada 
(MRWCC) has partnered with the South of 
the Divide Conservation Action Program 
(SODCAP) in Saskatchewan and the Milk 
River Watershed Alliance (MRWA) in Mon-

tana to update the 2013 Milk River Transboundary State 
of the Watershed Report. The initiative started with the 
creation of the State of the Watershed (SOW) Team and 
a Terms of Reference that was established to guide the 
development of the report. 

Transboundary reporting recognizes that watershed 
ecosystems, including the flow of surface water and 
groundwater, migration of fish and wildlife, and dispersal 
of plants, are not contained within political boundaries. 
Cross-border collaboration and management should be 
considered. The benefits of this collaboration may

n  Lead to common reporting for similar ecological 
regions in terms of methodologies and standards 
that can help to achieve environmental targets and 
objectives

n  Improve the collective knowledge of the state of 

resources and their management across the water-
shed, and

n  Improve the interpretation of local observations.
Since 2013, the first transboundary SOW report has 

been used to support education programs, steward-
ship efforts with residents and landowners, and water 
management discussions with local, provincial/state, and 
federal decision-makers.  

This collaboration is unique, and brings together 
technical experts from across provincial and international 
borders to discuss topics such as water quantity, water 
quality, riparian areas and wetlands, biodiversity and 
stewardship.  

Although there have been some delays in accessing 
all available data for the update of the report, work to 
compile and synthesize available research and monitor-
ing data is well underway. Recent efforts have focused 
on the compilation of riparian condition and vegetation 
data.  Did you know:

n  Resource managers at Grassland’s National Park, Sas-
katchewan monitor riparian condition approximate-
ly every two years at the Frenchman River, which is a 
main tributary to the Milk River in Montana.

n  There have been 77 new riparian health assess-
ments completed by Cows and Fish in the Milk River 
watershed, AB for the period 2011 to 2021. Sixteen 
of these sites were new sites and the remainder were 
sites that had been previously assessed.

n  Cows and Fish observed 156 to 274 different plant 
species in assessed riparian areas along four des-
ignated reaches of the Milk River, AB. Preliminary 
results show that native plants made up about 72% 
to 84% of the assessed project area within these 
reaches.

Progress has also been made to update all maps, create 
a preliminary design and layout, and to compile relevant 
photos. Some great entries were received from the photo 
contest held in Spring 2023 in Alberta that highlight 
the landscape, land use and people in the watershed. 
Residents, landowners and resource managers can look 
forward to the completion of the report in Spring 2024. 
The MRWCC is planning to celebrate the release of the 
report with a special event. Watch for more details in the 
coming months.

Photo by William King, Milk River Watershed

Milk River Transboundary State 
of the Watershed Report - Update
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Outdoor Classroom with Jessica Olsen 
Over the course of the summer, I was able to go out and do some 

interpretive work at Writing-On-Stone Provincial Park. In total, I did 5 
sessions.  A mix of a guided hike and an information booth set up on 
the beach. The guided hikes are what I called “Bird Walks”, and they 
were a lot of fun. I would take a few people out onto the Hoodoo trail, 

and we would try to identify different bird species along the way. It was 
a great opportunity to get some practice in identifying different species, 

anything from Bohemian Orioles, Common Night Hawks, Yellow 
Warblers, American Goldfinch, and Eastern Kingbirds to name a few.

Towards the end of the summer, I set up a table on the beach that 
encompassed water quality sampling, the different organisms you can 
find in the Milk River, and how we test for invasive Quagga and Zebra 
mussels. The table was a hit among the kids, and they enjoyed  trying 

out the invasive mussel monitor and learn about the different fish in 
the Milk River. We were even lucky enough to find some natural clay 
and learn about its properties, and then make some cups and bowls. 
Overall, It was a blast going out and exploring the park while teaching 

the public about the importance of everything from water to birds. 

 Acknowledging our 2023/24 Funders
We wish to thank all those who provided funding to the MRWCC this fiscal year to assist 

in undertaking the core duties the Council that support watershed planning, monitoring, 
and stewardship within our community. We have accomplished a lot with this support.

1. Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) - $320,000

Alberta Environment and Parks has been the main funder for the Council since its incep-
tion in 2006. 

2. Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC)
2023-2024 Habitat Stewardship Program (HSP) - $60,000

This funding will help a project titled: Bioacoustic Monitoring of Species at Risk on Private 
Lands in the Milk River Watershed. 

This project will create a comprehensive inventory and distribution of bats and amphib-
ians, with emphasis on Species-At-Risk such as Little Brown Myotis and the Northern 
Leopard Frog across private lands within the Milk River watershed in Alberta. Participating 
landowners will receive a “Property Report Card”, which will provide site specific informa-
tion on habitat and water quality, species diversity, and recommendations and tools to 
better manage wetlands for increased ecosystem health and species at risk.

3. Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) - $40,000
Producers Leading the Way Project - Phase 2

Producers leading the way Phase 2 project centers on addressing identified gaps to in-
crease native grassland conservation and species at risk stewardship within the Milk River 
watershed.                                                                                                      

The Council has taken the approach of supportive conservation by working with mu-
nicipal partners to host workshops for conservation programs that supporting extension 
programs.

4. Canada Summer Jobs - $4,200
          

To hire a summer student to help with activities of the Council. 

    5. Other Individual/Corporate Support
In addition, we wish to thank Board members, Team members and all volunteers who 

give their time and resources generously to the cause of the MRWCC. On average we have 
received over $200,000 in in-kind contributions each year.  

Thanks to the individual and corporate donations that we have received. These dona-
tions are essential to leveraging project funding from other funders. 

The MRWCC is planning to host its next silent auction at our Annual Community 
Appreciation Forum scheduled on March 28th, 2024. As we have done in the past, 
we would like to ask for your support for items to be sold at the silent auction. The 
money raised will support community driven watershed stewardship initiatives. These 
individual and corporate donations are essential to leveraging other project funding.

The Council would like to extend their appreciation to those who generously 
donated to our past auctions. Last year your generosity raised over $6,000 during the 
silent auction. These funds were used to help support watershed planning, monitor-
ing, education, and stewardship within our community.

We have started accepting donations! If you would like to donate, please contact us 
at 403-647-3808 or email mary@mrwcc.ca to arrange pick up.

Any donation is acceptable: cash donation, items; big, small, used, or new will all be 
appreciated! 

The MRWCC is a not-for-profit, charitable organization. As a registered charity we 
will issue a tax-deductible receipt for the value of your donation upon request. 

Thanking you in advance for your support!

Photo by Mary Lupwayi, 2023 Silent auction display 

Seeking Donations for 
Our 2024 Silent Auction - 

COMING SOON!

ACKNOWLEDGING OUR 
2023 Funders and supporters
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Southern Alberta Youth Range Days 2023
Youth Range Days was a success in the 2023 season. Throughout 
the week, lots of activities took place. Everything from Rangeland 
Management lesson on the Sandstone Ranch, a bat walk at the 
campground, Birds, and endangered species talks, rafting down 
the Milk River, Alberta Birds of Prey foundation presentation, 
Buffalo Jump, history of the Twin River Grazing Reserve, building 
raptor nests, and a plant ID quiz. When asked “what was your 
favourite part of Youth Range Days” a consensus amongst the kids 
was rafting. It lived up to the excitement they had been feeling 
since arriving at camp. That was a highlight of the camp for a lot of 
the kids. The food was also a big topic of conversation with many 
thanks to Ashley for catering the event. It was a pleasure to see all 
the participants getting along and making friends during the week. 
During the ranch management planning on the last day, the 
participants had many unique and interesting ways to manage for 
wildlife species.
Anything from bird houses, off site watering systems, and wildlife 
safe fencing was discussed and added to the Ranch plans they 
then presented to the  ggrroouupp..  AAllttooggeetthheerr,,  tthhee  ccaammpp  wweenntt  ppeerrffeeccttllyy,,  
aanndd  eevveerryyoonnee  HHaadd  aa  ggrreeaatt  ttiimmee!!  
 

MILK RIVER WATERSHED 
COUNCIL CANADA 

ANNUAL POSTER AND 
VIDEO CONTEST 2024

Calling all Milk River students! We’re advertising early to get those 
brains planning for ideas coming into the new year!

Theme
“How does the Milk River impact your life?”

The Poster Contest
Students in grades 1-6:
We would like you to draw a picture that illustrates how the Milk River 

affects you.
Please draw the artwork using pencil, water colours, crayons, pastels, or 

acrylics.

THE VIDEO CONTEST
Students in grades 6-12:
We would like you to create a short video to demonstrate how the Milk 

River affects you.
Videos can be in the form of short films, TikToks, music videos etc. but 

should not exceed 2 minutes.

PRIZES:
All entries will be on display during the Community Appreciation Forum 

on March 28, 2024, where the winners will be awarded their prizes. There 
will be winners selected from each grade with entries.

Keep an eye out for more information. Details on the contests will be 
provided to schools in the New Year.

For more information contact Tyler at 403-647-4035 or email  
tyler@mrwcc.ca 

2023 Video and Poster contest winners
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2023 Heritage Trees – White Homestead 

2023 Environmental Stewardship Award recipient 

Milk River Watershed 
Council Canada  

2024 ENVIRONMENTAL 
STEWARDSHIP 

AWARDS 

The Milk River Watershed Council Cana-
da (MRWCC) is looking for nominations 
to honour individuals, families, commer-
cial businesses, and environmental 
groups that are good environmental stew-
ards of the Milk River watershed.  

Nominations are in the following 
categories: 

Individual 

Family  

Commercial Business  

Environmental Group 

Nominate anyone in the above categories 
that has demonstrated outstanding envi-
ronmental and conservation efforts to 
sustain, protect, and enhance the envi-
ronment within the Milk River Water-
shed. Self-nominations are welcome. 

NOMINATIONS MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY     
February  23 2024 

240 Main Street 
Box 313 

Milk River, Alberta 
T0K 1M0 

or 
mary@mrwcc.ca 
(403) 647-3808

Milk River Watershed Council Canada 

OOuurr    WWaatteerr    --    OOuurr  LLeeggaaccyy!!!!  

22002244  CCoommmmuunniittyy  AApppprreecciiaattiioonn  FFoorruumm  
MMaarrcchh  2288  

MMiillkk  RRiivveerr  CCiivviicc  CCeennttrree  
22  ppmm  --  RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  

MMeeeettiinngg  ssttaarrttss  aatt  22::3300  ppmm  

 

The Milk River Watershed Council Canada is pleased to present the               

22002244  CCoommmmuunniittyy  AApppprreecciiaattiioonn  FFoorruumm!! 

The Forum is an opportunity to celebrate the unique aspects of the Milk 
River Watershed and growing community involvement in managing the 

areas that are important to all of us.  

We will share success stories of local stewards within the watershed and 
more!  

Community awards, Raffles, and Silent auction!   

Anyone is welcome to attend. 

Dinner will be served after the meeting.  

Please register by contacting mary@mrwcc.ca or 403-647-3808. 

An agenda will be sent later.  

Jessica Olsen

“Overall, this summer was amazing. The experiences 
and things I got to learn have tremendously improved 
my skills and desire to learn more. I got to participate in 
many projects this summer including (but not limited to) 
The bat project, water quality monitoring, I accomplished 
5 roving interpretation presentations at Writing-On-Stone 
Provincial Park, A few schools’ presentations both in Milk 
River and in Writing-On-Stone Provincial Park, and I helped 
plan/attend Southern Alberta Youth Range Days. I had 
such a great time over the past four months. When doing 
my Roving Interpretation, I would stop along the river at 
day use areas to see how people are using the river, this 
was a great opportunity to connect with many different 
people and learn about their favourite activities. I found 
that people would come from as far as Calgary to go 
canoeing on the river, saying it was the best spot to go. 
The Bird Walks I conducted at WOS are something I am 

extremely proud of. Finding all sorts of birds from a Bohe-
mian oriole to a Bald Eagle. The wildlife in this area cannot 
be topped. I Would like to thank everyone who has been 
around for my role at the watershed over the summer and 
has supported me in different ways. But I would also like 
to give special thanks to Mary, Tim, and Allison. Who are 
some of the best co-workers I have had the pleasure of 
working with. I can really see the passion everyone has for 
the Watershed and everything that lives within its bound-
aries, and it’s not hard to be proud of the work being done. 
As my full-time summer student position comes to an end, 
I have been given the greatest opportunity to continue 
working for the watershed during the winter months, 
and I cannot express my gratitude for this opportunity. 
Although it won’t be to the same extent it was then, I will 
be supporting in ways that are needed, and continuing to 
contribute all that I can to the Watershed. I cannot wait to 
learn more about the Watershed and the town that lives 
within it.”  

What is the Heritage Tree Program? 
• The Heritage Tree Program identifies and records the loca-

tion of heritage trees as well as details such as age, size, 
appearance and most importantly their cultural and his-
torical significance. The stories and photos of recognized 
trees will then be featured on the MRWCC website.

• In addition, the identification of these trees enables the 
MRWCC and community-minded organizations to locate 
potential native seed/cuttings sources. Collecting these 
seeds will ensure the successional planting of legacy trees 
for future generations to enjoy.

• Identified trees will also be provided with a wildlife/live-
stock proof fence and recognition plaque.

• Planting new protected legacy trees will also be encour-
aged under the Heritage Tree Program. 

What is a Heritage Tree? 
• Notable because of its size, form, shape, beauty, age, rarity, 

significance, or other distinctive features;
• A living relic that displays evidence of significance;

• A prominent community landmark;
• A specimen associated with a historic person, place, event, 

or period;
• A representative of a farm or farmstead planted by ances-

tors within the community;
• A tree associated with local folklore, myths, legends, or 

First Nations traditions;
• A tree that you choose to plant in honour of a loved one 

that you will care for and watch grow over the years. 
Objectives of the Heritage Tree Program 

The Heritage Tree Program allows residents of the Milk 
River watershed to celebrate the pioneering spirt of the 
community by identifying and nominating trees of local 
significance within the watershed. 

• Heritage trees help ensure the sustainability of our ripar-
ian forests for future generations to enjoy.

• Trees also play a role in not only telling the stories of local 
history, but also play pivotal roles in providing habitat for 
many wildlife species, and stabilize fragile prairie soils in 

erosion prone areas.
• Native trees along riparian areas of the Milk River are rare 

and require additional protection and care for propaga-
tion. 

MILK RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL CANADA 
2024 HERITAGE TREE PROGRAM

Nominate a tree or trees for Heritage Tree recognition, whether it is located on your own property, a friend or family member’s property, 
or in a public space (we will verify with the owner). 

To nominate or for more information please contact us at: mary@mrwcc.ca  • (403) 647-3808
240 Main Street, Box 313 Milk River, Alberta, T0K 1M0 www.mrwcc.ca 

Nomination Deadline is February 23, 2024

Student Report 2023
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MILK RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL CANADA
2024 ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AWARDS
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CONTACT US
OFFICE LOCATION:
We are located in the Milk River Town 
Office at 240 Main Street.
ADDRESS:
Box 313, Milk River, Alberta. T0K 1M0 
OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
To reach us on Mondays and Fridays 
please contact us
We are closed weekends and holidays 

Executive Director: 
Tim Romanow

Phone: 403-647-4342
Email: tim@mrwcc.ca 

Program Coordinator: 
Mary Lupwayi 

Phone: 403-647-3808
Email: mary@mrwcc.ca 

Outreach Assistant: 
Jessica Olsen

Email: jessica@mrwcc.ca 

Photo credits for the newsletter: 
William King, Ed Sloboda, Mary Lupwayi, 

Tim Romanow, Jessica Olsen

Wildlife & Outreach Technician: 
Tyler Eresman

Phone: 403-647-4035
Email: tyler@mrwcc.ca

In early July the MRWCC hosted our an-
nual canoe trip! Returning to the reach 
of the river that was made famous as a 
top ten paddling destination in Canada 
by National Geographic, we paddled 

the Coffin to Wier bridge section. The day was 
great by all standards! With the first (for us…) 
BYOB … (bring your own boat!) event. Trans-
portation was provided for the participants 
back to the launch site to retrieve vehicles. 
Thanks to Writing-On-Stone-Provincial-Park for 
lending us the tour bus.

One of the most frequent types of informa-
tion requests the MRWCC receives from both 
novice paddlers and first-time visitors is what 

are the river conditions? What flows are suit-
able for paddling? All this information and 
more regarding access, route times, and cur-
rent conditions are now available on the new 
MRWCC website at www.mrwcc.ca.

What are ideal flow conditions? During this 
trip in July the water level was hovering around 
16m3/sec. At this water level a skilled spotter 
is required as large boulder gardens are often 

exposed to the surface, especially in this reach. 
Most of our participants made it through but a 
couple of unnamed MRWCC staff didn’t quite 
make it and had to call it a day leaving Poverty 
Rock as drowned rats! If you want to learn more 
about the river, its rich history and wildlife, or 
just have a great day on the water join us next 
year! Spaces are limited and members will 
receive early notification, so join now!

Have you ever heard of the story of Steam 
Laundry Pass? On an absolutely perfect day 
this September the MRWCC loaded a bus full 
of our members for a trip east to the far end 
of the 13,000-acre Milk River Natural Area. At 
the end of the road, the participants followed 
retired rancher and humble historian William 
King to a long-forgotten vision quest site 
overlooking the 1,500m wide and 150m deep 
Milk River Canyon, the deepest in the Canadian 
plains.

Throughout the region lie a multitude of 
cretaceous-era dinosaur fossils, as well as many 
archaeological sites, a legacy of the Blackfoot 
indigenous people who hunted, gathered, and 
camped in the area prior to European contact. 
Ed Sloboda and his daughter Wendy have 
scoured the area for decades assisting crews 
from the Royal Tyrell, Royal Ontario, and others 
with unique finds that literally have been writ-
ing new paleontological records. 

Part of the Dry Mixedgrass Natural Subre-
gion, characterized by the most arid conditions 
in Alberta, the crunch of dry Blue Gramma, and 
sparce flowering forbs clutching to one of the 
last warm fall days were underfoot. With its 
diverse landscape of grasslands, shrubs, bad-
lands, wetlands, and riparian woodlands, the 
Milk River Natural Area supports a large num-
ber of rare, threatened, and endangered spe-
cies in a relatively small amount of space. The 

group made way farther east along the rim of 
the canyon before coming along the remains 
of a long-forgotten trail that only a keen eye 
would recognize that once carved out of the 
canyon face made way for only one of only 3 or 
4 good trails to the upper and lower Spencer 
Ranch. Through the plains of sagebrush below 
marked the once important winter refugia of 
the George Ross bull camp. The trail down with 
sheer canyon walls and 300ft drops, largely 
washed out today would have taken a keen 
wagon man to navigate at the best of times. 

At about 50 feet down from the rim of the 
canyon trail sits an exposed sandstone face, 
with the clear inscription (rarely) clear of graffiti 
stating “Steam Laundry Pass” why? On one 
unforgettable day, near the turn of the last 
century, a very skilled hired man of the Ross’s 
was bringing a wagon of supplies down to the 
bull camp when at the worst possible time, 
his breaks went out on the wagon, he bravely 
had nowhere to go but down and in a rumble 
of man and beast he navigated the narrow 
wagon pass at full speed turning and steering 
his horses with skill and desperation he made 
it safely to the bottom. So why steam laundry 
pass? Its said he needed to clean out his pants 
by the time he reached the camp! 

After dispersing the group to explore around 
noon, a little self reflection while eating a sand-
wich on one of the best vistas you could find 
after 100km of gravel roads was needed. This is 
just one of the many sites within the watershed 
that has a rich history that is nearly forgotten, 
and I am very grateful of the story tellers that 
have shared these places and stories with us. 

Want to come on our next adventure? Don’t 
miss out on getting to know your watershed! 
Check our website at www.mrwcc.ca  and sign 
up as a member to get updates of our adven-
turous tours.

Photos by Tim Romanow, 
2023 Hike the Milk Tour 

Visit our website at https://mrwcc.ca/about/
who-we-are/ to see the list of our Board 
members.

Congratulations to the 2023 Appointed 
Municipal Representatives to the MRWCC!

The Milk River is proud to work closely with 
all municipalities within the watershed to 
engage the community in watershed manage-
ment assessment and planning to ensure that 
decision making authorities safeguard existing 
land and resource management planning 
processes. 

The contribution of all municipalities is cru-
cial to the success of the Council’s initiatives. 

This is achieved by ensuring that the MRWCC 
has representatives from all municipal sectors 
within the watershed.

The Milk River watershed encompasses four 
rural municipalities which share jurisdiction 
in the watershed, which are from west to east: 
Cardston County, County of Warner, County of 
Forty Mile and Cypress County. There are two 
urban municipalities within the watershed: the 
Town of Milk River and the Village of Coutts. 

We are please to announce that at their 
recent organizational municipal meetings, all 
the municipalities retained their representa-

tives to the MRWCC board by reappointing the 
following members:

n  Cardston County: Roger Houghton 
n  County of Warner: Ross Ford
n  County of Forty Mile: Joan Hughson
n  Cypress County: Richard Oster
n  Town of Milk River: Peggy Losey
n  Village of Coutts: Scott MacCumber 
We wish to congratulate and thank all the 

municipalities in the watershed and their ap-
pointees for their role in ensuring that work is 
done collaboratively to implement sustainable 
water and land management strategies in the 
watershed.

Canoeing 
the Milk

Photos by Jessica Olsen, 
2023 Canoe the Milk tour

Hiking 
the Milk

Board of 
Director’s 
Corner!

Thank you to our 
2023/24 Board of 

Directors!


