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Water is managed in a manner that benefits communities while meeting the needs of the
aquatic and riparian environment.
Water sharing disputes are resolved. 
Groundwater is mapped, interactions are understood, and the resource is properly managed.
An improved economy in the Milk River watershed due to a secure supply of water. 
Information on water use in the Milk River watershed is available to the public. 

Quality water is available for communities, terrestrial and aquatic life, recreation and industry in
the Milk River watershed.
Baseline water quality information is available to the public. 
Water quality and quantity information is used to achieve sustainable use and integrated
management of water resources. 

Healthy, functioning riparian areas contribute to stream bank stability, good water quality,
forage, shelter and biodiversity in the Milk River watershed. 

Innovative and sustainable land use and development practices take place in the watershed. 
A healthy, vibrant economy that will attract people and investment to the watershed. 

A diverse native wildlife and plant community is present in the Milk River watershed through
habitat protection and enhancement efforts.

A community that is informed and actively involved in the Milk River Watershed Council
Canada and its initiatives. 

Good working relationships with Saskatchewan and Montana that create a process and forum
to address transboundary watershed concerns.

 
Reliable and Safe Water Supplies 

Quality Water 

Riparian Protection 

Land Use 

Biodiversity

Informed Community 

Transboundary Relationships 

OUR PERFORMANCE

MRWCC VISION
A watershed where community well-being is supported by a vibrant economy and sustained by a

healthy environment that will endure as our legacy for future generations

MRWCC GOAL
To achieve balance among a thriving community, a healthy environment and a prosperous economy

through understanding, dialogue and action

PLANNED OUTCOMES
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Conducted 1 Research and Monitoring Team meeting
and 2 State of the Watershed Team Meetings. 
Completed 17th year of water quality monitoring on
the Milk River. 
Partnered with AEPA in monitoring tributary locations
throughout the watershed.
Work is underway to complete the 15-Year Long-Term
Water Monitoring Trends report and integrate findings
into the Milk River Transboundary State of the
Watershed Report. The report assesses water quality
trends for key parameters during the period 2007 to
2021.  
Completed the MRWCC 2022 water quality report and
shared data on DataStream, an open-access platform
for water quality data, with the aim of promoting
knowledge sharing and advancing collaborative water
stewardship. Data access:
https://doi.org/10.25976/33tj-bs38      
Continued the development of a 2023 Transboundary
State of the Watershed Report for the Milk River
watershed. Participation has been obtained from over
seventy-five agencies and individuals from Alberta,
Saskatchewan, and Montana. Data gaps are currently
being filled by chapter or material leads. Some delays
have resulted in the final draft being completed fall
2023 with the public release of the new SOW
projected in December 2023.
Completed 2 Producers Leading the Way (PLW) 2
Project, Sponsored by ECCC.
The project involves a series of 3 workshops that
addresses gaps that were identified from the PLW
phase 1 project, to increase native grassland
conservation and species at risk stewardship within
the Milk River watershed. 

Research and Monitoring Team 
Will Lindeman, Chairman 
The Research and Monitoring Team is responsible for
collecting information about the watershed and identifying
gaps in our current knowledge. The team initiates
science and research projects that will further
understanding of the watershed health.   

 

2022-23 HIGHLIGHTS

Continued support and communications with the Milk
River Water Users Association and International Joint
Commission St Mary’s/Milk River Transboundary Study
Project. Actively participating in monthly Letter of Intent
calls with water management partners and providing
communication and support linkages to Milk River
water users regarding water management actions,
modelling, and conditions. 
MRWCC is providing support to the IJC study board –
public outreach committee and aquatic environment
working group. Providing data and technical assistance
on the habitat suitability indexes for fish species in the
Alberta reaches of the Milk River and assisting in
developing performance measures for water
management modelling scenarios. 
Hosted the International Joint Commission St Mary –
Milk River project commissionaires and staff on basin
tour. Facilitated discussions with key irrigation families
and municipalities to provide input into future water
management and implications on Milk River Water
Users.
Assisted the USGS and partners on International
Watersheds Initiative, Remote Sensing of Consumptive
water use study phase 1 field work with all watershed
irrigators. 
Assisted Alberta Environment and Protected Areas and
Milk River water users to update the community on
updates on river conditions, water quality, water
quantity information, and water management actions.
Continued promotion of water security options and
opportunities e.g. providing a forum for water users to
explore other water storage investigations.
Explored opportunities to build on the Water.
Contingency planning project gaps. 
Participated in 8 International Joint Commission
meetings. 

Water Supply and Management Team 
Ken Brown, Chairman 
The Team participates in the Alberta-Montana Water
Management Initiative, a joint cross-border Council formed
to address water sharing and management for the Milk
River. 
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Completed a multiyear project sponsored by ECCC,
titled Securing a Home for Bats in the Milk River
Watershed. The purpose of this project is to work with
private landowners within the Milk River watershed to
identify potential bat roosts and hibernacula located on
their properties. The project aims to expand knowledge
of the distribution of bats, specifically in southern
Alberta where there are large areas of private and
leased land that have remained unsurveyed for bats. 

Presented a Youth Engagement Program to local
schools which included:

Participating in the Nutrien sponsored Caring for
Our Watershed Program. 
Partnered with WOSPP and local schools to
develop a Youth Engagement Program to deliver
watershed related education materials within local
schools and parks. 

Delivered the first post pandemic modified in person
Youth Range Days – Family Field Days program in
July 2022, over 30 participants leaned about
watershed management, rangeland management, and
wildlife habitats across the watershed in field day
activities with watershed staff.  Also assisting a group
of rangeland managers from Central Alberta to export
the program Centra Alberta WPACs. 
Hosted the Community Engagement Activities in form
of Educational Tours as follows:  Canoe Tour (July 15))
and Hike (September 29).  
Conducted a Community Appreciation Forum (CAF) on
March 27. Over 150 people attended. 

Held a very successful silent auction during the
CAF and raised over $6,000 that will help to
leverage project funding from other funders.
Conducted community awards programs during the
CAF to recognize Milk River resident’s outstanding
conservation efforts in sustaining, protecting, and
enhancing the environment in the watershed:

Environmental Stewardship Award 
Tree Heritage Recognition

Community Awareness & Involvement Team 
Ed Sloboda, Chairman 
The Team ensures that community members are aware
and involved in the activities of the Milk River Watershed
Council Canada. 4 Team meetings were conducted.

Hosted a hybrid 17th Annual General Meeting on May
26, 2022
Hosted a successful hybrid Watershed Science Forum
with ~50 participants highlighting topics around
nutrient management research, stewardship
implementation, fisheries research, and water security
within the Milk River Watershed. 
Presented MRWCC projects and watershed
information at 6 forums, conferences, and partner
meetings along with 5 municipal stakeholder
meetings, and 3 community events, and one webinar
over the fiscal year.
Community Presentations – 3 in person presentations. 
Municipal Presentations – 3 rural and small urban
presentations and technical updates
Participated in 4 conference presentations. 
Participated in 1 virtual webinar
Hosted a return to ‘Getting to know’ the Milk River
canoe trip July 2022 and hike tour Sept 2022.
Distributed 2 Meander newsletters to all residents and
stakeholders. The 1,100 copies are distributed
throughout the watershed as well as all the MRWCC
membership and  stakeholders.
Maintained the MRWCC website and promoted the
Council through a strong presence on social media:

Twitter – 44,000 impressions (slight decrease),
388 Followers, slight increase
Website – 8,790 page views, with the top 3 views
on canoe the milk river (recreational information
page), water updates, and MRWCC map series. 
Facebook – 607 Followers, approximately 15%
year-year increase, with over 18,900 page reach
during the 2022-23 fiscal year. Increasingly
accessed for: river and water quality updates,
wildlife related watershed information, and most
recently the Milk River Bat Stewardship Project. 
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To support Council in setting strategic goals and
identify target accomplishments that need to be
undertaken to achieve those goals.
To review and keep abreast of key legislative,
regulatory, professional, and other changes that
impact the management of the MRWCC such as
Integrated Watershed Management Plan
implementation, Source Water Protection, Approved
Water Management Plan, etc. in response to
Provincial and Federal policies.

Completed a Strategic Planning Session in October
2022 that set direction for the next three years of
operation. Some highlights included the improved
engagement with Indigenous communities and
members that hold watershed lands or interests, as
well as continue focus on water security/drought
management, and support biodiversity and rangeland
conservation with voluntary stewardship and filling
gaps in producer extension requests.

Policy and Planning Ad-hoc Committee
Ross Ford, Chairman
The MRWCC is a valuable source of local knowledge for
relevant government (Federal, Provincial, and Municipal)
policy development. 
The purpose of Planning and Policy Committee:

The Committee took a lead role in promoting and
coordinating the creation and implementation of
opportunities to integrate and adopt strategies from
various planning, policy and operational products and
processes. The MRWCC enabled priority actions from
current strategic plan and Integrated Watershed
Management Plan in 2022-23.

Co-chaired the Transboundary Grassland Partnership
membership meetings and in-person workshop (Nov
2022) in Medicine Hat to help foster improved
relationships among transboundary partners and keep
the dialogue open towards addressing habitat and SAR
issues within the watershed. Over 100 member
organizations attended the Nov conference in person or
virtual.
Hosted 2 virtual Transboundary State of the Watershed
Team meetings.

Transboundary Watershed Team
Ron McNeil, Chairman
The team is responsible for developing an action plan that
will identify knowledge gaps and improve information
sharing with neighbouring jurisdictions for the better
management of common watershed resources.   
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Milk River Canyon Hike Tour - 2022

IJC Tour - Milk River Basin Irrigation 



Photos: Top left - 2022 Family Field Days; Top right - 2022 Hike tour - Milk River Canyon
Center left - Milk River Canyon; Center right - Wildlife Technician at work on bat surveys
Bottom left - 2022 Canoe trip; Bottom right - Hoodoos on the Milk River 

Photo Credits: Clolynn Kerr, William King, Ed Sloboda, Tim Romanow, Mary Lupwayi, and Allison Choquette
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Message from the Chairman
The year is starting with some optimism, but there are always challenges. We had a fair amount of moisture this last 
winter which was able to both soak in and run-off to fill empty dams and dugouts. Now that we are warming up and 
it’s stopped freezing at night, the grass and crops have an opportunity to grow.  A little rain now and then and we can 
look forward to a good year. However, with an El Nino building, we may once again be looking at a dry summer. 
Due to the amount of moisture this winter, the Americans did not incur a deficit on the “Letter of Intent”, which means 
that irrigations are once again threatened with an early shut-down this summer. This has become almost a yearly 
event and a full irrigation season on the Milk River is becoming less and less dependable.
Water Security continues to be a huge issue for the Milk River watershed. The International Joint Commissions’ (IJC) 
panel is in their second year (of a four-year study) to analyze and recommend options for both structural and non-
structural solutions for improving water use with our limited supply. 
A dam upstream from the town of Milk River seems to be the best option, but it will be a long way off, if it is ever 
approved and built. Potentially another 15,000 acre-feet of water could be gained on a yearly basis. This could not 
only be used to increase irrigation and add to our economic development, but to firm up the reliability of the 
Canadian and American water supply. It would be used to increase the instream flow-needs required for our towns, 
fish, wildlife, and livestock in the watershed. It could also be used to aide our American friends with some of their 
water needs due to the siltation of the Fresno Dam, the upcoming construction and upgrades of the Sherburne Dam 
and the diversion. So far US$90M has been allocated on the American side, but this is just a start, they will need 
much more. A gate above the newly rebuilt drop-structure #5 failed and the diversion water has already been cut off 
this spring to facilitate repairs.
Several off-stream storage sites have been identified on the Canadian side, which would be relatively cheap and 
quick to build. This seems to be our best option at this time. We will be needing the help of our Alberta Government 
to guarantee our water needs. This would be a Canada-only solution.
We are very fortunate to have Allison Choquette on staff as our Wildlife & Outreach Technician. She will be 
continuing her work with bats in the Watershed. She will be working to identify bats in the area as well as supplying 
bat boxes and bat condos to ensure their future health. She continues to monitor the impending spread of White-
Nose Syndrome in the bat populations around us. I have a property in Ontario on Lake of the Woods and there are 
no bats anywhere to eat all the mosquitoes and other flying insects in the night. I really miss the bats there.

Election time is fast approaching, so I urge people to please exercise their rights and VOTE!
Good Wishes, Good Health, and may it rain when you need it.

John A. Ross
Chairman, Milk River Watershed Council Canada
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Message from the Executive Director
The Milk River watershed is simply different than all other major watersheds in Alberta. Our diversity is reflected in
our Board of Directors and the communities we serve. This is our strength.  Our organization and our relationships as
friends, neighbors, colleagues, and partners represent a truly special group of people who have chosen collaboration
before conflict and conversation before dispute. 2022-23 was overall a busy year, as we transitioned back towards in
person meetings and events, time was dedicated to 4 major projects in addition to our regular operations, ongoing
educational programming, and monitoring efforts to better understand conditions and changes within the watershed. 
Some of the most notable outcomes included: 
Supported the International Joint Commission St Mary – Milk River project including hosting IJC commissionaires
and staff on basin tours, supporting study outreach activities, public advisory committee and the aquatic resources
committees with local knowledge and watershed monitoring data. The MRWCC has worked closely with Alberta
Government Transboundary Water staff to ensure we have a voice at the table and that the community and
environmental needs of the Canadian portion of the Milk River are not forgotten. I can’t thank the community
members enough for packing the Civic centre to share information and become more informed about the activities of
the IJC study project. Outcomes from this 4-year project will address both the structural needs and administrative
changes needed to navigate the changing environment and timing of river flows to buffer droughts and minimize
shortage or disruptions to the management of the two rivers well into the next 100 years. 
Leveraged funding for improved Species at Risk Habitat management with the development and completion of the
Producers Leading the Way project Phase 2 in conjunction with ECCC and our municipal partners supporting
extension workshops. In a commitment to providing connections and tools to maintain healthy ranching businesses
that are less subjected to the challenges of markets, and the environment we have continued to provide high quality
events such as our Farm Succession Planning and Ranching for Profit series to watershed producers; additional
workshops and tours will continue to be made available with our Ag Service Board partners the coming year. 
Continued the development of the 2023 Transboundary State of the Watershed Report in partnership with sister
organizations in Montana and Saskatchewan. We are now months away from the full completion of a 2023 SOW
report book. This update from the 2013 edition will report exciting updates from all aspects of the watershed, fish,
wildlife, water quality, as well as improve our sharing of information with Indigenous knowledge woven throughout the
document. This report will help set the guideposts to continue to better understand watershed dynamics and plan
projects that fill those gaps for the next decade across all boarders.
Successfully implemented the Securing a Home for Bats in the Milk River Watershed project that has identified, and
documented important habitat used by the Little Brown Myotis throughout the watershed. The project has filled
information gaps on bat species, monitored the presence of WNS and worked with private landowners to increase
awareness and stewardship of riparian areas and other habitat. I am humbled by the number of private landowners
who have supported the project and worked with Allison to survey their land and setup boxes for bats. The genuine
interest has been exciting to see and helps us build a larger network of producers for future projects and potential
species at risk work. Thank you again to all ~65 producers within the project!
Thank you to the staff and membership of the Council for making all projects possible this past year. Please watch for
future opportunities to help support sustainable management within our watershed; and feel free to contact us to
learn more about the projects and work of the MRWCC.

Tim Romanow
Executive Director, Milk River Watershed Council Canada
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Executive Board Members:
Chairman: John Ross, Agriculture

Vice Chairman: Ron McNeil, NGO Environmental
Treasurer: Will Lindeman, Water Use

Secretary: Warren Cunningham, Member At Large 

Board members:
Ed Sloboda, NGO

Ken Miller, Agriculture
Aaron Domes, Provincial Government (AEPA)
Jollin Charest, Provincial Government (Other)

Joan Hughson, Rural Municipality
Ross Ford. Rural Municipality

Roger Houghton/Richard Oster, Alternate, Rural Municipality
Kristen Dykstra, Health

William King/Darcy Wills, Individual/Alternate
Peggy Losey/Scott MacCumber, Urban Municipality/Alternate

Ken Brown, Recreation
Jon Boyle, Industry

Ben Ellert, Federal Government
Academia - Lorraine Nicol

First Nations – Vacant
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2022/23 Income
AEP Core                                                      $275,000.00
Other                                                                    $100.00
Bat Stewardship Project - ECCC                    $19,500.00
Producers Leading the Way - ECCC              $20,000.00
Other Donations                                               $4,999.46
Total                                                             $319,599.46

2022/23 Expenditure
Human Resources                                    $222,595.15
Society Operations                                     $92,388.29
Water Monitoring                                          $2,700.50
Other Projects                                            $39,500.00
Total                                                         $357,183.94

OUR LATEST NUMBERS
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USERS IN ASIA

2022/23 In-Kind Contribution
Government of Alberta                                  $2,404.50
Nature Conservancy of Canada                    $2,720.00
Members at large                                        $62,113.75
Alberta Environment and Protected Areas  $32,667.80
Town of Milk River                                         $9,092.55
Alberta Health Services                                 $2,821.75
Multiple Stakeholders (SOW Contribution)  $29,000.00
County of Forty Mile                                       $1,617.00
County of Warner                                           $9,891.95
Cypress County                                              $4,162.00
Cardston County                                            $9,352.50
Government of Canada                                  $5,500.90
Village of Coutts                                             $1,858.25
Alberta Conservation Association                  $1,021.30
Community                                                        $510.00
CCI Solutions                                                 $6,256.75
Colynn Kerr - Drone footage                          $2,800.00
Total in-kind                                                $183,791.00

 
                                                   Gratitude to our  

Volunteers and Sponsors!



Thank you to our Funders and sponsors!

Major Funders - 2022/23

Other Sponsors - 2022/23

Linda Cerney
Roger Hughton

Barbara Dickinson
Mane Street Hair Styles

Riverside Market (AG Foods)
William King

Warren and June Cunningham
Bob Bogle

Milk River Home Hardware
Subaru

Tim Romanow
William King

Mary Lupwayi
Jane Lancaster
Derek Hacke

Jean Buchanan

Darcy and Robbie Wills
Carly Stewart

K Losey Family Farm
Cheryl Dash
Elise Walker

Asura
Kristen Dykstra
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